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FUEL, PRICE DIFFERENTIAL BETWEEN CITY AND COUNTRY 

134. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection:  

Can the minister comment on the statement in the publication Small Business Matters! that fuel prices in Albany, 
Geraldton, Port Hedland, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie are 20c a litre more than those in Perth?   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 

I thank the member for Albany for the question.  He takes a keen interest in the fuel prices in his town.  
However, it seems that the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party does not take much interest.  His publication, 
Small Business Matters!, states -  

Prices in Albany, Geraldton, Port Hedland, Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and other regional centres are up to 20 
cents per litre more than in Perth.   

Although that is an interesting figure, it does not bear any resemblance to the facts.  It is simply a fictional 
number.  The average price difference for this year - we have also checked the averages for last year - was just 
under 10c a litre in Albany, under 5c a litre in Bunbury, 11c a litre in Geraldton, nearly 10c a litre in Kalgoorlie 
and 13.5c a litre in Port Hedland.  None of those differences is anywhere near 20c a litre.  

We also capture the prices in the individual service stations in those towns and in Perth.  Therefore, we have not 
only the average price but also the differential for all the service stations.  At no time this year - I have not 
checked the figures for last year - was the maximum differential in any of those towns anywhere near 20c a litre.  
The Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party claimed in his work of fiction that there was a price differential of up to 
20c a litre in all those towns.  That never occurred.  The Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party is spreading about a 
totally fictitious number.  However, he does not win the award for fiction.  A press release from the Leader of 
the National Party states -  

“Since coming to office Labor has presided over a city-country fuel price differential that has grown by 
up to 32 cents a litre.   

The Leader of the National Party wants to write even better fiction than the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party.  
I congratulate him: on this occasion he got it even more wrong than the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, and 
that really takes some doing.  
 


